















































































































































54 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES

HON. E. P. WHITING, Farmington, Olmsted county, was born in Erie Co.,
N. Y., Dec. 23d, 1828; immigrated with his parents to Michigan, in 183%, and to
Illinois in 1838 ; thence to Wisconsin in 1839; lived in Rock county until 1849,
and received such schooling there as the country afforded ; moved to Indian lands in
Marquette county; was married in 1851 ; followed farming until 1854 ; engaged in
merchandise up to 1860; came to Minnesota that year—has been a farmer ever
since, and found it profitable, Mr. Whiting is a sterling Republican, and his
constituents think enough of him to send him to the Legislature the second time:
Since his first settlement in Minnesota he has exerted a wholesome influence in the
management of public affairs in his town and county,

HON. H. B. WILSON, Red Wing, Goodhue Co., was born in Bingham, Som-
erset Co., Me., March 30, 1821 ; traces his lineage back to the May Flower. His
parents were both natives of the same county with himself; the original family were
from England, He attended the district school, afterwards the Maine Wesleyan
Seminary, Ient’s Hill, Redfield ; studied four years in that institution, paying his
way by teaching district school and doing other labor during vacation; graduated
in the summer of 1841, shortly after he was twenty years of age; went to Cincinnati,
and taught in the second district of that city; went to Lawrenceburg, Ind,, and
took charge of Dearborn County Seminary, taught two years, studied law, was admit-
ted to the bar, but never practiced. In 1844 removed to New Albany, Ind., took
charge of the school there ; organized the first graded system in the place; superin-
tended and taught until 1850; resigned after being elected city civil engineer, which
office he filled for six years; literally speaking, is a teacher, superintendent of public
instruction, and civil engineer; was married in Lawrenceburg in 1844 ; in April,
1858 removed to Minnesota, having been elected professor of mathematics and
civil engineering in Hamline University, Red Wing, In July 1858 the Asbury
University of Indiana conferred upon him, unsolicited, the honorary degree of Master
ter of Arts; taught the natural sciences and mathematics for a period of four years
in Hamline University. Jan. 1862, enlisted in Co. F, 6th Minn, Vol, Infantry, and
served until mustered out in the fall of 1865 ; was captain of Co. F, with Gen, Sibley
in both his campaigns after the Indians, in 1862-3; wasat Birch Coolie, Wood Lake,
Camp Release, the hanging of the Indians at Mankato, and the march to the Mis-
sourd river, 1863 ; at the batile of Wood Lakereceived a severe wound in the shoulder
from which he has never fully recovered. In the spring of 1864 went with regiment
to Helena, Ark.; lost over one hundred men by disease; then attached to the 16th
army corps, and participated in the siege of Spanish and Blakely forts, and the cap-
ture of Mobile. In 1866, was appointed Sup’t of Schools for Goodhue county,
which office he continued to fill by subsequent appointments until appointed State
Sup’t of Public Instruction, in 1870, In addition to the offices previously mentioned,
he was amember of the city council of Red Wing one year; is a member of the
Masonic order, and for several years was II. P, of LaGrange Royal Arch Chapter ;
a member of the Methodist church, of long standing, and a Republican as old as the
party, and is now serving his first term in the Legislature,
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HON. MARCUS WING, Rock Dell, Olmsted county, was born in Webster,
Washtenaw Co., Mich., Dec. 7, 1841 ; attended the district school and at the age of
11 years removed with his mother to Mass., his father having previously died; re-
mained there three years, then removed to Portage City, Wis,, 1856, and attended
school there, In 1861 was married, in 1864 removed to Minnesota, settled at Rock

" Dell, and has since followed farming. Mr., Wing was a member of the house in
1873, and comes again at the behest of his Republican constituents.

HON. MICHAEL A. WOLZLAN, Glenwood, Pope county, is a native of
Norway, born in 1844 ; immigrated to the United States with parents, and seitled in
Fillmore county in 1860; remained there until 1868, then removed to Glenwood;
followed farming, and, in 1870 was elected Register of Deeds for that county, which
position he filled for four successive years ; then engaged in merchandising, and has
held the position of Postmaster since 1874. Mr, Wollan is a Republican, a member
of the Lutheran Church, and one among the best-looking Scandinavians inthe House.

HON, DAVID WORST, Redwood Falls, Redwood Co,, is a native of Penn.,
born in 1837; educated at Tuscarora Academy, that state; immigrated to Ohio in the
spring of 1864, remained three years, then removed to Cumberland Co., IlL; was four
years in that state, then immigrated to Minn,, April, 1871 ; was raised a farmer and
has always followed it as an occupation, ITe isa member of the Presbyterian church,
and was appointed elder when in TIl.  Mr. Worst is of German extraction, and traces
his origin back to the days of Wm, Penn. His honest face and general demeanor
would stamp him a Quaker. He has held about all the local offices in the gift of his
constituents, He is a Republican in politics, and a prominent Granger ; second

term in the I.egislature,

HON. ¥ ZIMMERMAN, Le Suer, Le Suewr county, is a native of Germany,
born in 1825; educated in his native land; in 1849 came to America, and settled in
Michigan ; remained until 1856, then removed to Minnesota. e is a plasterer and
brick mason by trade, but has followed farming for the past eight years; served in
the Indian campaign for a short time, and came back with a wholescalp.  Politically
he is a disciple of Thos, Jefferson; religionsly he worships at the Lutheran Church.
This is his first term in the Legislature. Mr. Zimmerman believes in retrenchment
and plenty of hard work as the most speedy and effectual way of making better times.



5 6 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES

OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE.,

HON, YOHN L. GIBBS, Speaker of the House of Representatives, is a native
of Penn,, born May 3d, 1838. He attended the common schools of his native state,
and there acquired the fundamental principles of a good education ; atttended the Le
Raysville Academy ; taught after that, and used the proceeds to advance his educa-
tion; attended the Susquehanna Collegiate Institute, and in the spring of 1860 at-
tended the Poughkeepsie Law School. In the fall of that year entered the law de-
partment of the University at Ann Arbor, Mich., and graduated the next year; taught
school for a time in Towa ; removed to Albert Lea, Minn,, in 1861, engaged in teach-
ing, The next year was elected Co. Att’y. In 1863 elected to the Legislature, re-
elected in 1864, again in 1875-6. From the many public positions he has occupied
it will be seen in what esteem he is held by his fellow-citizens, He has always been
a careful and methodical student, and by his indomitable perseverance he has over-
come obstacles that to ordinary minds would seem insurmountable, As the presiding
officer of the House his qualifications are marked with that degree of firmness and
ability that has so distinguished some of his predecessors. In selecting the standing
committees no man could have been more just and impartial, or displayed better judg-
ment, His postoffice address is Geneva, Freeborn Co., and his present occupation is

farming.

GEORGE W. BUSWELL, Chief Clerk House of Representatives, was born
in Lowell, Mass,, May 15th, 1841 ; moved to Lynn, Mass. in 1848 ; thence to Winona,
Minn., in April, 1856; is to some extent self-educated. In 1860learned the carpen-
ter trade ; continued at the business until Aug, 13th, 1862; when he enlisted in Co.
B, 7th Reg’t Minn. Inf, Aug. 18th, 1862, was with the Reg’t, and participated in
all the skirmishes and battles during the Sioux expedition of 1862-3 ; went south in
October, 1863; was promoted to 2d Lieutenant by a competitive examination in May,
1865, and alterwards to 1st Lieutenant 6th U. S. Inf,; was on staff duty as aide-de-
camp most of the time from August, 1864, until November, 1865, and Asst. Adjt.
Genl, of post of Carrolton, La., until mustered out, April, 1866; was on active duty
with the 16 Corps, Gen, A. J. Smith commanding in Mississippi, in 1864 ; at the
siege of Mobile in 1865 ; returned to Winona in June, 1866 ; read law while in the
army; concluded to make it a profession; entered the office of Messrs. Simpson &
Wilson, Winona, Minn., and then under the tutorship of Judge Abner Lewis, read
law for two years, and was admitted to the bar in open court, in Winona county ;
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Messrs, Berry, Mitchell and Simpson constituting the committee, In 1866-68 he
held the position of Assistant Assessor of Internal Revenue. In February, 1869, he
located at Blue Earth City, Minn,, an Attorney and Counselor at Law, In Sept.,
1870, he was married ; was elected Assistant Clerk of the House of Representatives,
1875 ; elected Chief Clerk, 1876-74.

S. D, PARSONS, First Assistant Clerk, was born in Naperville, Warren Co.,
IlL, in 1833 ; received an academical education in his native state, and immigrated
to Minnesota in 1854 ; settled in Mankato, Blue Earth Co.; served four years in the
army as regimental Q. M. of the Second Minn. Reg’t; assigned to the 14th Army
Corps, Gen. Thomas commanding. He was with the Reg’t in all its battles,
Mr, Parsons is a Republican in politics, and a real estate dealer and an insurance Ag’t
by occupation. He is eminently qualified for his present position. This is his
second term of clerkship in the House.

F R, HOWARD, Second Assistant Clerk, Sauk Centre, Stearns Co., was
born in Winthrop, Kennebec Co., Me., 1840; attended the public schools, and
Academy of his native town until eighteen years of age, then removed to Beloit,.
Wis,; remained there until 1859; came to Minnesota, settling in Blue Earth county,
In 1863 enlisted as a private in the 2d Minn, Cav.; was commissioned 2d lieutenant
Dec. 1863 ; served with the regiment until Nov, 1864, and was ordered on duty as
A. Q. and A, A, C,, in which capacity he served until the close of the war, Nov.
1865 ; has since resided at Sauk Centre. Mr. Howard is a good scribe, competent
for any legislative or business clerkship,

MARTIN L. TORPEY, Enrolling Clerk, Morris, Stearns Co., was born in
Louisville, St, Lawrence Co., N. Y., June 14, 1833 ; received his education in his
native place, He served in the army under Gen. Grant, a member of Co, F, 106th
N. Y. Vol.; was married in his native state ;, removed to Minn, in 1871, and settled
in Morris. Mr Torpey was raised a farmer, and still adheres to that occupation.,

WILLIAM H, I/ELLEN, Engrossing Clerk, was born in Syracuse, N, Y.,
Dec. 13, 1829; received a common school education ; immigrated to Ohio in 1852 ;
engaged in mercantile business, and in the spring of 1861 raised a Co. of Vol, under
the call for 75,000 men for three months; was elected Capt; mustered out July 31,
1861 ; married in Sept. 1861 ; raised 39 men and joined the 4th Reg’t O, V. C. Sept,
24, 1861 ; enlisted as a private and was made Orderly Serg’t ; commissioned 2d Lieut.
in March, 1863 ; was wounded and transferred to V. R, C,; mustered out by order of
Sec’y of War, July 31, 1866; engaged in farming in Olmsted Co., Sept. 30, 1866 ;
sold out and emigrated west ; settled in Murray Co., on ahomestead:; has been Chair'n
Board of Co. Com’s, and held several Co. offices in that Co. since its organization ;
was elected to the Legislature from the 38th district in 1875, Politics Republican,

HENRY B. COREY, Postmaster, Hamilton, Mower Co., born in Illinois in
1844. He is the only son of a farmer who came to Minnesota in 1852; is self-
educated, and is by profession a jobber and builder; enlisted in the 2d Minn. Cav-
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alry in Nov. 1863 ; crossed the plains of Dakota with Gen. Sully, and participated
in the battles of the Little Sioux—which commenced July 28th, and ended August
6th, 1875—and Bad Lands, August 28th and 29th, 1865 ; was one of the sufferers
of the great blizzard of Feb. 14th, 1866, on the plains of Dakota, on their return
home from the expedition to the Yellow Stone river, at which time Capt. Fields and
five other comrades were frozen to death, and about fifty others more or less frozen.
Was discharged in April, 1866. Has for some years been identified in political cir-
cles as an earnest worker in the Republican party, and is serving his second term as
postmaster of the Legislature, Among his political chums he is styled “the King of
the Lobby,”

0. ¥. YOHNSON, Sergeant-at-Arms, was born in Norway, Aug. 14, 1840
immigrated to America and settled in Dane Co., Wis., in 1854 ; removed to Minn.
in 1860, settled in Faribault Co.,; married there in 1861 ; enlisted in the First Minn.
Mounted Rangers, 1862; served until the Reg’t was mustered out; engaged in the
sale of agricultural implements in different parts of the state up to 1872, then removed
to the northern part of the state, and followed merchandising. In 1874 was appointed
United States Mail Agent, and served in that capacity until May, 1876, since which
time he has lived at Duluth, M. Johnson is a very efficient officer, and is universally
esteemed.

0. E. REESE, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms, is a native of Norway, born in
1855 ; he immigrated to the United States and settled in Minnesota, in 1867 ; lived
at St. Cloud with his parents one year, then removed to the town of Norway, Kan-
diyohi county, and followed farming. Heis a faithful officer, and gives universal
satisfaction.

CHAUNCEY HOBART, Chaplain, was born in St. Albans, Franklin Co.,
Vt., June g, 1811, from which place his father emigrated in 1821, wintering in Ohio;
in 1822, came to Illinois, stopped at the extreme western verge of civilization sume
45 miles west of Springfield, and six miles east of the Illinois river; in February,
1823, crossed the Illinois river, and was then the first settler in what
is now Schuyler county, IIl. In 1831 was a soldier in Gen. Duncan’s
brigade in the first campaign in the Black Hawk war; also when the war was re-
newed in 1832, was a soldier in Capt. Hollingsworth’s Co., Fourth Regt. in Gen,
‘Whiteside’s brigade., 'Was converted and joined the Methodist Episcopal church in
1834 ; licensed to preach in 1835, and joined the Illinois Conference in 1836 ; has
preached as an itinerant in most of the cities of central and northern Illinois, Wis-
consin and Minnesota, Came to this State in 1849, was Chaplain of the House of
the first Territorial Legislature, and associate Chaplain of the second and third
sessions. Was Chaplain of the 3d Minn, Vol. from its organization in 1861, until
April, 1862, when he resigned on account of sickness. Spent some time in the army
in 1864, in connection with the Christian Commission; has preached in almost innu-
merable places between Boston, Mass., and Nebraska, and Murfresboro, Tenn., and
Manitoba; has been five times elected to the General Conference of the church to
which he belongs, Was favored with a good English education in early life—his
father and mother both being eminent teachers before their marriage—to which has
been added a practical knowledge of the sciences and languages by the private in-
structions of Prof. Crooks, of Dickinson; Rev. Rabbi Levi, and others, as the duties
and cares of an itinerant life would permit. ‘TFinished his fortieth year as a traveling
preacher, last September, Resides in Red Wing, Minn.

MERRILL M. CLARK, Clerk of Committee on Puablic Accounts and Ex-
penditures, was born in Shrewsburg, Vt., Aug. 30, 1843 ; sattended public school,
and was raised on a farm. In 1857 removed to Minnesota and settled in Blue Earth
county, In 1861 enlisted in the army; was discharged June 7, 1866. * Feb. 7, 1866
was married to Miss Lavina Fall ; was a member of the Legislaturein 1876, Poli-
tics Republican. '
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ROBERT DAKIN, Clerk of the Crasshopper Committee, Red Wing, Good-
hue county, was born in the Parish of Dawley, Shropshire, England, June 30, 1833 ;
received an academical education, and immigrated to the United States; settled in
Dodge county, Wis.; was there married, in 1852, to Hannah A. Stanton ; removed
‘to Minnesota and settled at Stanton Goodhue, Co., June, 25, 1855, In 1866 was ad-
mitted to the bar; was the fust City Recorder of Red Wing, and served one year;
Clerk of the District Court of Goodhue county twelve years, and Probate Judge ten
years, In 1865 he was a member of the House, )

E. % KANTEMAN, Page, was born in Madison, Wis., Dec. 5th, 1860;
removed with his parents to St, Paul, in 1871, He is a smart active Page, and may
grow up to be Spealer of the Fiouse, if he improves his opportunities.

C. I7. CLARK, Page, was born in Cleveland, Ohio, June 1gth, 1861; now
lives in St. Paul. This boy will make a member of Congress, if he develops well,

SOHN GILMAN, Page, was born in St. Cloud, Stearns county, Minnesota,
June 28, 1863, John is a wide-awake Page, and his father is an active member of
the House. Bye and bye John will be the member, and the father will be telling
John what he did when he was a member.

CHARLES A, BENTLEY, Page, was born in St Paul, Nov. 14th, 1866.
He is quite a small boy yet, but there is room enough for him to get larger, Smaller
chips than he is have become President.

. H., HANSON, Reporter for DPioneer-Press, born in Dover, N. H , June 22,
1843, Resided in Boston from 1844 until 1866, when' removed to St. Paul, Minn,
Has been connected with the daily papers, Pioreer and Pioneer-Press since 1871,

M. H, STEVENS, Reporter for St. Paul Dispatch, was born in Charlestown,
N, H., in 1844, and came to Minnesota, in 1856, He received a common school
education, and served during the war as a private in the roth Regt, Minn. Vols.
His connection with the Dispazch, commenced in 1868, when the paper started. In
186, he, with W, W, Williams, established the Posz newspaper at Blue Earth City,
and two years later he established the AZa?/, at the same place. In 1872 he established
the Worihington Advance, which he at once made one of the leading country news-
papers of the State. In 1874 Mr. Stevens took charge of the editorial management
of the St. Paul newpaper Union, and up to this time he has prepared the news of
the day for a hundred thousand readers,

STANDING COMMITTEES.

Ways and Means—NLessrs, Hall A, R., James, Rice E., Grover H. C., Pugh,
McCrea and Meagher.

Sudiciary—Messts, Campbell, Comstock, Gilman J. M., Child, Muir, Buck and
Gilman C. A, o

Railroads—Messts. Gilman C. A., Fletcher, Crooks, Fulton, Amundson, San-
born, Garrard, Cammins, Gilman H. H., Rudberg, Smith C. H., Bonniwell, Buck,
‘Worst and Callender.

Public Accounts and Expenditures—MNessrs, Wheat, Buffum, Finney, Putnam,
Truax, Way and Mills.

Public Lands—Messrs, Rathbun, Nelson, Clark, McCrea, Benson, Hensley,
Hulebak, Jacobson, Gilman I1.H., Brown, Green, Sullivan, Pirz, Vollmer and Stumpf.

Fiederal Relations—Messrs, Whiting, Erickson F., Smith A, J., Huyck, Magof-
fin, Mott and Gardner.
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Education—Messrs, Wilson, Webb, Phelps, Rouse, Scriver, Cole and Meagher,
Zowns and Counties—Messrs, Hensley, Putnam, Wollan, Mosher, Howes, Mc-
Donnell and Bertrand,

Military Affairs—Messrs., McSpadden, Knowles, Rouse, Berg, Finney, Kee-

nan and Callender.

Incorporations—Messrs. Anderson. Cummins, Pearson, Bently, Erickson F.,
Truax and Keenan,

Indian Affairs—Messrs. Huntoon, Rudberg, Amundsen, Grover B, C,, Dilley,
Gardner and Bertrand,

Agriculture and Manufacture—Messrs, Erickson O, W., Buffum, Weinant,
Wollan, Zimmerman, Kauphausman and Knowles, :

State Prison—Messrs. Child, Scriver, Jones, Bean, Crooks, Fredrick and
Bonniwell,

Claims—Messts. James, Anderson, Coe, Johnson G. H., Huntoon, Dilley and
Lunkenheimer,

Insurance—Messrs, Webb, Hall A, R., Wing, Bean, Gilman J. M., Frederick
and Mott.

Immigration—Messrs, Nelson, Emmons, Rogers, Lundeen. Berg, Howes and
Weinant.

Hospital for the Insane— Messrs, Fletcher, Whiting, Erickson O. W., Lundeen
and Magoffin.

Deaf, Dumb and Blind—Messrs, Grover B, C., McKinstry, Hall G, R., Rice
H. N, and Cole.

State Reform School—Messrs. Bently, Cutts, Huyck, Rice E., and McKinzie.

Soldiers' Orphans—Messrs, Wing, Maxwell, Rogers, Johnson S. W., and Cleary.

Roads, Bridges and Navigable Streams—Messrs, Grover H. C., Fulton, Em-
mons, McDonnell and Klosterman.

Banks—Messrs. Garrard, McSpadden, Eberhard, Way and Cleary.
+y Lrinting—Messrs. McKinstry, Johnson G.H., Hall G. R., Zimmerman and
Kauphusman. :

FElections—DPettys, Jones, Maxwell, Pugh and Vollmer.

Commerce-~Messrs. Phelps, Knowles, Peterson, Osborne and Beatty,

Public Buildings—Messrs, Johnson S, W.,, Smith A. J., Pearson, Sampson end
Merriman,

Rules and Foint Rules—Messrs, Smith C. H., Hall A, R., Comstock, Coe and
Lunkenheimer.

State Library— Messrs, Sanborn, Wilson, Worst, Gilman J. M., and Campbell,

Mines and Minerals—Messrs, Brown, Sampson, Osborne, McKinzie and
Klosterman.

Engrossment—Messrs, Cutts, Mosher, Smith A. J., Klosterman and Beatty.

Enroliment—MNessrs,Rice H, N.. Bean, Peterson, Sullivan and Pirz.

Tree Culture and Fuel—Messrs, Benson, Rathbun, Webb, Jacobson and Stumpf.

JOINT COMMITTEES.

Taxes and Tax Laws—Messrs. Comstock, Muir, Pettys, Green and Mills,

University and University Lands—Messrs, Hulebak, Brown, Clark, Eberhard,
and Magoffin,

Printing—Messrs. McKinstry, Wheat and Kauphusman.

Grasshopper Commitiee—Messrs. Crooks, Rouse, Rice H.N., Way, Cole, Osborne,
Wollan, Beatty, Emmons, McCrea, Jacobson, James, Gilman C.A,,Worst and Bertrand,





